
 

 

COMMISSIONER MEETING OF DECEMBER 17, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Rochford, Commissioner 

Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich were present along with the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Clerk and Borough Solicitor. 

 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to approve the minutes to the November 26, 219 

Commissioner Meeting.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich seconded the motion after 

pointing out that a resident’s name had been misspelled, who had spoken during that 

meeting.  The Commissioners agreed to the correction and the motion was approved 

unanimously to approve the corrected minutes. 

 

Resolution 2019-12-17-182 was then introduced, which authorized the appointment and 

swearing in of a new member to the Haddon Fire Company No. 1 Explorer Program.  The 

resolution was approved unanimously.  Fire Chief Sam Trotman provided a brief history of 

the 15+ year Explorer Program.  He then announced that as of January 1, 2020 the new 

Fire Chief will be Lou Frontino.  Jason Kolbe, who runs the Explorer’s Program along with 

Nate Finnegan, then introduced Joseph Poliafico to the Commissioners for swearing in.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich performed the swearing-in ceremony. 

 

Commissioner Kasko then announced the Certificates of Achievement for the 85 lb. Team 

2019 WJFL State Championship and asked Coach Senatore and the 85 lb. team 

members to come up.  As the Coach read each member’s name they were presented 

with a Certificate of Achievement by the Commissioners. 

 

Next, Commissioner Kasko announced the Certificates of Achievement for the 135 lb. 

Team 2019 WJFL State Championship.  He asked Coach McCarthy and the team 

members to come up.  As Coach McCarthy reach each member’s name they were also 

presented with a Certificate of Achievement by the Commissioners. 

 

Ordinance 2019-16 was then introduced for second reading, which amends a portion of 

Ordinance 2019-13 adopted earlier in the year regarding site design standards in §135-

77(C).  Mayor Rochford opened the Public Hearing and explained that this dealt with the 

water table requirements when new construction is occurring and the Borough 

Administrator further explained that this change allows footings to be placed in the water 

table as long as the floor is 18 inches above the table, whereas before the footings 

themselves had to be two feet above the water table.  As there were no questions asked, 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to close the Public Hearing and adopt the 

ordinance.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich seconded the motion, which was then 

approved unanimously and the ordinance was adopted on second reading. 

 

Ordinance 2019-17 was introduced for second reading, which amends §173-14 to add a 

new section regarding ticketing and court appearances for Property Maintenance 

issues.  Mayor Rochford opened the Public Hearing and gave a brief explanation.  As 

there were no questions asked Commissioner Kasko made a motion to close the Public 

Hearing and adopt the ordinance.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich seconded the motion.  



 

 

The Commissioners then voted unanimously on the motion and the ordinance was 

adopted on second reading. 

 

Next, Ordinance 2019-18 was introduced for second reading, which repeals Code 

Chapter 39 entitled Neighborhood Disputes Mediation Commission.  Mayor Rochford 

opened the Public Hearing and explained that this has not been used for a number of 

years and now residents have access to this type of service through the courts.  No 

questions were asked at this time.  Therefore, Commissioner Kasko made a motion to 

close the Public Hearing and adopt the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner 

Bianco Bezich seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

Ordinance 2019-19 was then introduced for second reading, which repeals the current 

Chapter 63 entitled Affordable Housing, and replaces it in its entirely with an updated 

version of the same.  Mayor Rochford opened the Public Hearing and provided a brief 

explanation. 

 

Barry Klieger, Euclid Avenue, stated that he has a home near PATCO and asked what 

the zoning changes would mean for him.  The Borough Administrator stated that only the 

PATCO zoning changes and that he had received the notice because he lived within 

200 feet of PATCO.  She then reviewed the areas where changes were being made and 

the affordable housing zoning overlay, which would only go into effect should one of 

these specific properties be redeveloped to include a residential aspect.  These 

properties could be redeveloped and stay with the current use, which would not mean 

that the zoning overlay would be required; it only comes into play when a residential 

aspect is added. 

 

Sean McAndrew, Hopkins Avenue, stated that he felt the notice was vague and 

confusing.  There should have been a map included showing the overlay areas.  

Additionally, this should be sent out to everyone, not just those within 200 feet of the 

property being changed as this has implications for property values.  In doing this you are 

creating low income areas in the downtown.  The Administrator reviewed the effects of 

the zoning overlays.  Mr. McAndrew reiterated that this should have been sent to the 

entire town.  Commissioner Kasko suggested having a map published in the various 

newspapers in the area with an explanation.  Mayor Rochford noted that this could be 

discussed by the Commissioners at their next work session. 

 

As there were no further questions asked Commissioner Kasko made a motion to close 

the Public Hearing and adopt the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Bianco 

Bezich seconded the motion.  The Commissioners then voted unanimously to approve 

the motion and adopt the ordinance on second reading. 

 

Ordinance 2019-20 was then introduced, which amends Chapter 135 entitled Land 

Development for zoning changes and the inclusion of zoning overlays with regards to 

affordable housing.  Mayor Rochford opened the Public Hearing and the Borough 

Administrator reviewed the specific properties affected by these overlays, as well as the 

three (3) actual zoning designation changes being made.  She specifically stated that 

only those addresses listed would be required to have an affordable housing set-aside if 

any redevelopment on those sites included residential units. 



 

 

 

Miriam Sessions, Walnut Street, expressed her concerns that the Acme would be leaving, 

which is one of the addresses listed for the zoning overlay.  When Tarditi Commons was 

proposed on of the marketing concepts was that it was within walking distance to food 

shopping.  Therefore, she feels that this property should be removed from the zoning 

overlay.  Commissioner Kasko stated that the site is only affected if the use is changed to 

residential.  Ms. Session stated that when something is put into print then it is something 

that could happen.  Commissioner Kasko pointed out that it is something that could 

happen even if it was not listed in this ordinance.  The Borough Administrator stated that 

under downtown zoning, the Acme property could be developed for anything allowed 

within that zone. 

 

Katherine Lane, owner of 208 Haddon Avenue in the downtown area, asked if the current 

resident portions of properties would remain the same.  The Administrator replied that it is 

only affected if there is development with additional residential units.  Ms. Lane asked if 

adding one unit to her property would cause issues; it is a business on the first floor and a 

single residence on the second floor now.  Mary Beth Lonergan, the Borough’s Affordable 

Housing Planning from Clarke Caton & Hintz (CCH) replied that it is typically if five (5) units 

are created then the affordable requirement would kick in, however, there may be a 

requirement to pay an in-lieu of fee if something under the five units are created. 

 

Merle Klieger, Euclid Avenue, noted that Overlay No. 1 it talks about a five (5) foot set 

back, but all the homes on that street are much further back.  This will look very different 

from what is already there.  The Administrator stated that the setbacks for downtown 

zones are different from that of the residential areas.  Ms. Klieger stated that all of the 

other parcels are residential and this would look ridiculous.  The Administrator noted that 

this is for the PATCO property, who would have to maintain their existing parking, as well 

as include new parking for any units that would be built there.  Mayor Rochford pointed 

out that PATCO is not in the redevelopment business. 

 

Jason Roche, Allen Avenue, asked if he wanted to expand into the PATCO property, then 

he wouldn’t have to follow these regulations as well.  The Administrator replied that 

PATCO does not have to abide by these regulations as a multi-state entity.  Mr. Roach 

then asked if someone bought the Acme property what would be the process to change 

that site to residential.  The Administrator replied that they would have to go before the 

Planning Board.  This overlay does not change any of the current regulations. 

 

Mr. McAndrew asked the Commissioners to agree to send out a map for the people to 

be able to review.  Commissioner Kasko suggested that it could also be sent out through 

Municipal Matters.  Mr. McAndrew also suggested putting in the income levels allowed 

with this map.  Commissioner Kasko pointed out that this is not authorizing any new 

housing.  It is only an “if” situation.  Ms. Lonergan reviewed the affordable housing income 

levels that apply to the Borough and the three-county region we are in.  Mr. McAndrew 

then asked if the affordable units could be reduced, to which Ms. Lonergan stated that 

there are standards that must be met.  The Administrator also pointed out the ordinance 

does not regulate the size of the units. 

 



 

 

Mr. Klieger asked if everything that could be developed is developed, then what amount 

of the units would be rentals and what amount would be for sale.  The Administrator 

replied that there is nothing set regulating that. 

 

Ms. Lane confirmed that this does not place restrictions on commercial development.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that this is correct. 

 

Mr. Roche asked how the increases and decreases in affordable rates were calculated.  

Ms. Lonergan explained that there are no decreases, but the consumer price index is 

followed, which on average is a 2% increase annually.  Mr. Roche then stated that he is 

not in favor of having such a map put in the newspapers as it could be more confusing.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied that the Borough cannot just put a map in the paper 

without any type of explanation. 

 

Mr. McAndrew pointed out that there are people outside of the 200-foot notice that are 

affected as well.  Mayor Rochford indicated that additional information would need to 

be put out to the public because this topic can be very confusing. 

 

Ms. Klieger asked how close the borough was to meeting their required affordable 

housing number.  Mayor Rochford indicated that the number is roughly 400.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that we are lacking in that aspect, however, we are 

trying our best, but the numbers have been in flux through the courts. 

 

Commissioner Kasko stated that the idea that the courts can tell towns and people what, 

where, how we can build is abhorrent to him.  He is all for people being able to afford 

housing, but he does not believe the courts should be able to force this on us.  It is an 

admirable goal, but he just does not like how we are getting there. 

 

Mr. Roche talked about the bank properties involved and asked if the Borough had any 

information on the leases for these sites.  The Administrator replied that we did not, but 

did point out that some of them are owned by the banks that are currently operating on 

that site. 

 

Mr. Klieger thanks the Commissioners for taking the time to answer these questions so that 

they could understand what is happening. 

 

As there were no further questions asked, Commissioner Kasko made a motion to close 

the Public Hearing and adopt the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Bianco 

Bezich second the motion.  The Commissioners then voted unanimously to adopt the 

ordinance. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich approved the 

following resolution unanimously as there were no questions or comments made. 

 

2019-12-17-183 Authorization to Approve Budget Transfers 

2019-12-17-184 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2019-12-17-185 Authorization to Issue checks – Fair Share Housing Escrow Fund 

Overpayments 



 

 

2019-12-17-186 Authorization to Approve Appointments - Various 

2019-12-17-187 Authorization to Appoint Fund Commissioners – Health Insurance Fund 

2019-12-17-188 Authorization to Appoint Fund Commissioners – Joint Insurance Fund 

2019-12-17-189 Authorization to Sing Agreement for Governor’s Council on Alcoholism 

and Drug Abuse Fiscal Grant 

2019-12-17-190 Authorization to Approve 2020 Schedule of Meetings 

2019-12-17-191 Authorization to Adopt Information Technology Practice Policy, and 

Social Media Policy and Procedures Manuals 

2019-12-17-192 Authorization to Approve Change Order No. 3 – 2019 Road Program 

2019-12-17-193 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Application - Lululemon 

2019-12-17-194 Authorization to Release Performance Bond – 211 E. Cottage Avenue 

2019-12-17-195 Authorization to Endorse the Amended Housing Element and Fair Share 

Plan 

2019-12-17-196 Authorization to Adopt an Affirmative Marketing Plan 

2019-12-17-197 Authorization to Adopt an Affordable Housing Spending Plan 

2019-12-17-198 Authorization for Intent to Appropriate Funds or Bonds for Affordable 

Housing in the Event of a Funding Shortfall 

2019-12-17-199 Authorization to Appointing a Municipal housing Liaison 

2019-12-17-200 Authorization to Enter into a Contract with an Administrative Agent for 

the Administration of Affordable Housing Units 

 

Mayor Rochford opened the Public Comment period of the meeting.   

 

Frank Willis, Cedar Avenue, asked for more information about the budget transfers and 

where the money was coming from.  Commissioner Kasko explained that the money is 

coming from accounts where the amount budgeted was not fully used for this year. 

 

As there were no further questions asked Mayor Rochford wished everyone a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year and adjourned the meeting. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


